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Introduction:   
 The purpose of this research project is to investigate the impacts in which the various trail 
networks have on the community of Kimberley B.C. The city boasts an expansive amount of 
beautiful single and double tracked trails available to all types of trail users, limited to motorized 
users, directly surrounding the community. Kimberley has a population of roughly 7500 
residents, and is becoming an outdoor enthusiast mecca.  
 Through the three overarching themes of economic, environmental, and social impacts 
directly related to the trail networks surrounding Kimberley, this report will attempt to identify 
whether or not the trails are looked at as an economic contributor from both the residents and the 
City of Kimberley alike. This includes topics such as sport related tourism dollars spent in the 
community, trail project management and development, and potential municipality budgetary 
support. Moving into environmental impacts, this paper will explore what sorts of environmental 
concerns are deemed most important to trail users. Specifically looking at water issues, off-
trailing, erosion, user impacts, and resident’s perceptions of current maintenance levels. Finally, 
looking at what sorts of social impacts the trail networks have on residents and the community as 
a whole. The area of social impacts will review reasons or non-reasons for usage in comparison 
to other recreational amenities available in Kimberley, community health, levels of usage on a 
weekly basis, the demographics of trail users, and whom residents like to use trails with. 
The anticipated benefits from this study will ideally provide answers to what social, 
economic, and environmental traits and values the trail systems hold for the community. 
Additionally, benefits could include: providing stakeholders with information that could further 
assist financial support towards the trail systems, providing the potential for a more organized 
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trail maintenance plan that relies not only on volunteer power, but the City of Kimberley as well, 
raising awareness on the importance the trail networks hold for the community and finally, 
increasing the level of communication between trail organizations, and the City of Kimberley 
regarding trails and their impact. 
Business/ Industry Identification: 
 Non-Profit Organization- the Kimberley Trails Society in collaboration with the 
Kimberley Nature Park Society, Friends of Lois Creek, and Tourism Kimberley. The industry 
in focus will be a blend of tourism, business, and community health and wellness. 
Sustainable Business Issue Identification: 
The sustainable business issues addressed are assessing the importance of a trail 
system to the economic, environmental, and social health of the surrounding community of 
Kimberley BC. These issues or aspects are broken down below. 
Economic, environmental, and social aspects include but are not limited to the following: 
Economic:  
 Grant writing and identification of other sources of funding 
 Trail project development and maintenance 
 Local community and out of town economic impact in terms of dollars spent related to 
trail usage 
Environmental: 
 Identification of proper trail maintenance and upkeep standards 
 Identification of environmental problem areas. This includes eroded trails, water issues, 
trail user conflicts 
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 Maintenance scheduling 
 Coordination between various trail networks surrounding the community including the 
Nature Park, Nordic Area Trails, and the Lois Creek Trails 
 Coordination and communication between the City of Kimberley, Friends of Lois Creek, 
Kimberley Nature Park Society, Kimberley Trails Society, the Kimberley. Nordic Club as 
well as City of Kimberley residents 
Social: 
 Reasons for usage, or non-reasons. Comparable with other recreational facilities 
 Community health 
 Levels of usage 
 Demographics of trail users 
Anticipated Research Benefits and Outcomes:  
Potential benefits the community of Kimberley B.C and the surrounding area will see 
from this research project will be: 
 Provide answers to what economic, environmental and social impacts the trail 
systems hold for a community 
 Provide stakeholders with information that could provide further financial support. 
An example of funding that could be increased or applied to the trails is the Resort 
Municipality Infrastructure funding 
 Potential for higher quality of trail maintenance 
 Raise awareness on the importance the trail networks have on the community 
 Potential for additional paid position(s) within the community 
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 Higher level of volunteer engagement 
 Higher level of communication between trail organizations, and the City of 
Kimberley regarding trails and their impact 
Research Deliverables: 
 Provide usable data for organizations partnered with. (Kimberley Trails Society, 
Kimberley Nature Park Society, City of Kimberley, etc.) 
 Identify the level of importance the trails play in terms of the three over-arching themes 
examined for all relevant stakeholders. This involves user groups, the City of Kimberley, 
Tourism Kimberley, and all trail related organizations within the community. 
  Improve community awareness on the idea of long term maintenance for trail 
networks surrounding Kimberley. 
 Improve communications between the City of Kimberley, trail user groups, and 
organizations. 
 Gain a better sense of what the community values in the trail systems. 
Literature Review: 
  The purpose of this literature review is to further examine existing studies and materials 
regarding the impacts of recreational trails and networks on communities in three separate 
categories; economic, social, and environmental. Within the overarching themes, this study will 
look into the significant discoveries, concepts, theories, and arguments that have surfaced 
through secondary research. Furthermore, this review will identify gaps in conducted research, 
and possible new directions to take this topic into further research. Research material reviews 
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will be broken into the mentioned sub-categories of economics, environmental, and social 
aspects. 
Economics: 
The economics of having a trail network in relative distance or within a community has 
countless trickle-down effects. In an article provided by Lindsey G, Man J, Payton S, Dickson K 
(2004), it stated that in terms of building a community to be a better place to live and continue 
positive growth rates, multi-purpose trails can provide different forms of commuting for 
employees and students, reduce noise pollution, and increase property values. Similarly, a 
research study was conducted by Parent, O., & Hofe, R. (2013) on the effects trails and trail 
networks have on residential property values. The belief being that similar to many other 
amenities, trails can have significant spill-over effects on residential property values when these 
properties are located within reasonable distances to the trails. In their specific study they found 
that trail relation had a significant impact on property value. Results for this specific study would 
differ greatly from region to region. Taking larger factors into consideration, there are many 
differing city and town structures, geographic regions, and economies that would change these 
results. 
A different approach to the economics of a community having a trail network is the 
idea of outside dollars coming in based on recreational amenities. There are many different 
forms of recreational tourism. These forms include trekking, hiking, bird watching, trail 
running, and different forms of cycling. These activities mixed with trails, can bring visitors 
from all over the world into a community. A study done by Downward, P., Lumsdon, L., & 
Weston, R. (2009) looked solely at the economic impact of cycle tourism in a North Eastern 
community in the United Kingdom. Their set parameters were key elements such as trip 
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duration, expenditure, routes chosen, trip characteristics, group size and income. Results for 
their research were interesting, finding that expenditures and durations of cycle trips are 
linked to preferences for longer trips. It’s clear that multi-day trips would be more beneficial 
to a community through higher levels of spending on industries such as accommodation, 
food and beverage, retail, and other types of tourism based attractions. 
 To summarize, there are many different economic approaches observed throughout 
these articles that relate to trail networks and communities. Tourism related activity, 
community development, and property value enhancements were some of the main themes 
examined through the secondary research. Looking ahead, specifically at Kimberley, British 
Columbia, a city that is in an economic transition period between mining and tourism 
related industries, it would be interesting to look into the specific tourism dollars gained 
related directly to its trail network amenities. 
Environmental: 
Research regarding the environmental impact of a trail network in relation to a 
community has several different ideas and concepts. The first concept is called 
environmental planning. Defined as “the theory and practice of making good, interrelated 
decisions about the natural environment including natural resources, wildlife, and natural 
hazards, working landscapes such as farms, forests, and lands from which minerals are 
extracted, public health considering air and water pollution, toxics, and waste disposal, and 
the built environment” (Daniels, 2009). This concept has been effectively developed by the 
city of Portland, Oregon. More so focusing on bicycle transportation, Portland developed 
plans that eliminated vehicle lanes, installed barriers, and parking spaces designated for 
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cyclists. Research conducted by Alta Planning & Design, measured a 38% increase in 
bicycle commuting within the city from 2006-2008. By supporting and developing areas 
specifically for alternative transportation, in this case bicycle lanes, the city of Portland have 
decreased their environmental impact through decreased levels of CO2 emissions.  
The other major approach for trail networks and the environmental aspect is the 
physical environmental impact trail networks have on a specific area. This subject generally 
correlates with highly traveled ecologically sensitive areas. There are two major theories 
within this idea that aims to reduce environmental impact on an area. The first is called site 
hardening, and the second is the provision of restricted user facilities. Constructing a well-
designed trail or recreation site, surfacing it with gravel, wood or pavement and adding 
fencing to keep visitors from trampling sensitive off-trail environments are viewed as highly 
effective resource protection measures. Such facility developments and hardening constitute 
a core component of sustainable tourism management programmes internationally (Marion 
& Leung 1998; Newsome et al, 2002).  The challenge is to provide opportunities for high 
quality visitor experiences and to preserve natural environments and protect them from 
tourism-associated resource impacts. These two concepts correlate directly to ecologically 
sensitive areas, with high tourism traffic. 
The majority of research that applied to environmental aspects and trails deal 
directly with tourism destinations of which are deemed sensitive, or decreasing urban areas 
ecological footprints. Furthermore, specifically looking at Kimberley’s trail networks, many 
of the trails that have been built, are starting to see general wear and tear. It would be of 
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value to stakeholders within the community to discover what sort of environmental impacts 
the multi-use trails see, and how that affects the community using them.   
Social: 
 The overarching social theme of physical and mental health benefits continually appear 
with regards to community trail networks and social aspects in secondary materials and studies. 
With that said, factors that play a significant role to community health are the facilities available, 
and the vicinity of said facilities. Research conducted by the University of Indiana found that 70-
90 percent of people reported exercising solely based on the fact that there were trails close in 
relation to their community (Doelsh, 2004). The article makes an interesting point being that 
trails are a lifeline for a community in need of improving the health and physical activity of its 
population. When trail networks are marketed well, they are fun, free, and family friendly ways 
to get the necessary daily physical activity requirements in. Interestingly, Davies, Lumsdon, & 
Weston, (2012) argue that reducing travel distances to trails is important simply because of the 
time constraints people are feeling day to day.  
A large amount of material regarding social aspects and trail networks within 
communities is based on the effects of exercise on the body. Using trails for exercise can 
been seen to have positive effects for one’s mental and physical health.  An interesting point 
was made by Sala in 2009, when he discusses the importance of trail networks as a 
recreational facility creating the next step for clients with mental health illnesses to move 
beyond the mental-health system, and back into the community system.  
Looking at the trends of what has been researched and discussed; social themes are 
almost entirely based on physical and mental health related issues. One of the largest being 
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the obesity trends witnessed in North America, and the over sedentary lifestyles. 
Additionally, people in general are feeling a shortage of time, resulting in low levels of 
daily physical exercise. Moreover, a topic that could be researched further is the reasoning 
for trail network usage. Examples of questions related to this topic could include; why 
people use certain trails, when they use them, with whom do they use them with.  
 In conclusion, the impact of recreational trails and networks on communities 
economically, environmentally and socially involves many concepts. Economically, 
researchers have looked at property values in correlation to trails, tourism dollars being 
inserted into communities, as well as the community development these trails provide. 
Environmentally, there are ideas around preserving and protecting areas while allowing access 
to these amenities, and improving urban areas ecological footprints by use of trails and trail 
related activities. Socially, research has predominantly examined health related solutions 
associated with recreational trails use.  
Based on these existing studies, it would be beneficial to the City of Kimberley B.C 
and its stakeholders to research the economic, environmental, and social impacts the 
surrounding trail networks have on the community. 
Research Question & Objectives: 
What are the impacts of the trail systems economically, environmentally, and socially in 
regards to the community of Kimberley, British Columbia? 
Objectives:  
 Identify the level of importance the trail networks hold for the community 
economically, environmentally, and socially. 
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 Provide the community with data usable for potential resource leverage in the future. 
 Identify the importance of the trail networks in comparison to other recreational 
amenities offered in the community. 
Methodology: 
 Primary data collected included qualitative and quantitative methods using questionnaires 
and individual interview sessions as data collection instruments. 
Qualitative Methodology: 
Qualitative research involved short individual interviews conducted with key individuals 
within stakeholder groups. Stakeholder organizations included: Tourism Kimberley, Kimberley 
Nature Park Society, the Kimberley Trails Society, and Lois Creek. These interviews allowed the 
researcher to gather ‘behind the scenes’ information on the three over-arching themes at large 
including economic, environmental, and social aspects that involve the trail networks 
surrounding Kimberley.  
 Interviewees included the following persons: Chris Ferguson, director from the 
Kimberley Nature Park Society, Jesse Ferguson representing Tourism Kimberley as well as a 
director for the Kimberley Trails Society, and lastly Nigel Kitto representing the Friends of Lois 
Creek. 
Qualitative Rationale and Justification:  
The advantage of using interviews allowed the researcher to receive much more in-depth 
answers and topics of discussion to assist in the outcome of this study. Not only this, but this 
method broadened the depth of the primary research. The researcher emailed all interviewees 
with a consent letter and the questions to answer. Interviewees then emailed their answered 
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questions back to the researcher. A disadvantage to this method was the lack of personal 
discussion with the interviewee. As the researcher wasn’t present during the question and answer 
period, there may have been some clarification needed in order to successfully complete the 
questions. However, due to time constraints and availability from individuals, it was agreed that 
this method was the most beneficial in receiving information.  
Quantitative Methodology: 
Questionnaires were used to obtain the information related to the economic, 
environmental and social aspects of trails and what the specific trail user’s value in the trail 
networks surrounding Kimberley. The questionnaires were administered to Kimberley residents 
only. The researcher gained permission of the participants, through a consent statement at the top 
of each survey.  
Quantitative Rationale and Justification:  
The advantages of conducting the questionnaire was that it was time efficient and easy to 
interpret the data. Furthermore, by choosing a central location in town, to distribute the 
questionnaire web link, this minimized possible biases that could have deemed the data collected 
as unusable. It’s important to note validity, the questions have to capture the underlying concepts 
under scope, otherwise the question produces data deemed unusable or not applicable (Taylor, 
2012). 
Sample Population Parameters & Instrument Distribution: 
This research project was based around a needs assessment approach. The rationale 
behind this approach is by gathering information on different stakeholder’s perceptions on the 
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trail networks surrounding Kimberley, assessments can then be made as to how they affect the 
community, and what roles they play socially, economically, and environmentally.  
The population parameter for survey distribution and selection was completed through 
randomized sampling. Surveys were distributed through social media platforms such as 
Facebook, and Twitter. Tourism Kimberley, Kimberley City Bakery, and the Kimberley Daily 
Bulletin all contributed in distributing and advertising the survey. Additionally, 100 web link 
information slips of paper were distributed randomly on resident’s vehicles in the Kimberley 
downtown area. 
Findings: 
Interview Findings:   
Kimberley Nature Park with Chris Ferguson: 
 Chris Ferguson has been a director with the Kimberley Nature Park for six years and has 
recently been appointed the Vice President of the organization. His duties include the 
coordination of annual general meetings, organization and implementation of the parks annual 
trail projects and re-routes, as well as grant funding allocations for said projects. Mr. Ferguson 
has an extensive knowledge on not only the Kimberley Nature Park, but also most networks 
surrounding the community. He is one of the more active community members in not only using 
the trails but maintaining them, and improving them. Mr. Ferguson was approached to gain a 
better insight as to how the trail networks affect Kimberley as a whole.  
How do you believe the trails contribute to the community economically, socially, and 
environmentally? 
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 In looking at how the trail networks affect Kimberley economically, the proximity of the 
trails being ‘out the back door’, draws people from out of town, and that there has been an 
increase in traffic, as well as trail related events out on the trails. Furthermore, with Kimberley 
boasting such a great amenity, the trail networks give people who are looking at moving to 
Kimberley another reason to call the community ‘home’. Currently, the environmental aspects of 
the trail networks are laid out in a sustainable manner, preventing unwanted traffic such as 
motorized vehicles and added potential risks such as unlicensed dumping. New trails are built 
with sustainability in mind, as well as re-route projects. Socially, trail networks provide residents 
the chance to be in the ‘wild’ or be in a different environment. The trails assist in creating a sense 
of community, and give residents a chance to get needed physical and mental health breaks 
conveniently. 
At what level do you believe the trails impact the community through tourism related dollars? 
There is a perceived growth rate in trail users being both from the community, as well as 
out of town. There is also a growth in trail use activities, specifically mountain biking and trail 
running. Additionally, the trail networks are now being used as an alternative to other forms of 
tourism such as golf tourists. 
What are your thoughts on the current level of trail maintenance occurring in relation to the 
amount of trails used and available? 
Overall the trail maintenance levels are ‘good’. However, vast majority is volunteer- 
based. With that said, there are limits and concern with volunteer burnout. There is several small 
pools of very dedicated volunteers but the key word being ‘small’. Limits on trail repairs, and 
new projects lie on economics, and volunteer time and availability. There has been great progress 
made, but there is always a lot to do.  
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What sorts of environmental concerns do you have regarding trail use?  What sorts of 
environmental benefits? 
Most trails are sustainable or are less susceptible to severe environmental concern due to 
the composition. Many older trails were built unsustainable and are now showing signs of wear. 
Which are now requiring ‘fixes’. Trails are feeling more and more less wild, as the number of 
users seems to be increasing. Wildlife in proximity may be feeling added pressure from the 
increase in traffic, but there is no shortage of space for all parties. As for environmental benefits, 
people gain a sense of ‘wild’ quickly, nature appreciation, and become engaged to protect this 
quiet, peaceful area. 
Do you believe the trails surrounding Kimberley are fully utilized by the community and at 
what level to they contribute to the health of Kimberley citizens? 
Trails in immediate proximity to town get heavy use, and the trails that are further 
distances see less traffic. They effectively provide a space for residents to get away from day-to-
day stresses.  
With all of that said, Mr. Ferguson believes the trails have immense effects on the 
community. Over the years he has resided in Kimberley, there has been a growth in users out on 
the trail participating in a multitude of activities. Existing trails are seeing upgrades, and the 
networks are seeing adequate maintenance and up-keep. However, at some point the quantity of 
trails may require more than just volunteer efforts in order to not burn out volunteers, and keep 
trail standards up in Kimberley. All for residents and tourists to stay active, play and enjoy. 
Source: Ferguson, C. (2014, November). [Personal interview]. 
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Tourism Kimberley & Kimberley Trails Society with Jesse Ferguson:  
 Jesse Ferguson is the executive director at Tourism Kimberley, and a director for the 
Kimberley Trails Society. Mr. Ferguson is an outdoor enthusiast himself, enjoying ski touring 
and mountain biking among other sports. The Kimberley Trails Society (KTS) is one of many 
dedicated trail related organizations looking after the hiking and biking trails surrounding 
Kimberley. With viewpoints from both the tourism related industry and the non-profit 
organization aspect, Mr. Ferguson has a high amount of firsthand knowledge on the trail 
networks surrounding Kimberley and the impact they have directly correlated with tourism 
dollars being spent in the community. 
How do you believe the trails contribute to the community economically, socially, and 
environmentally?  
Economically – Mr. Ferguson believes the biggest economic benefit of the trails to the 
municipality is the people they bring in from out of town. More often than not, these people stay 
overnight, buy groceries, and eat at local restaurants. The new-age tourist (young professionals, 
young families) comes to a place like Kimberley to recreate, not simply to sightsee and cruise 
around, but to get involved in what the town has to offer. There is also an economic benefit from 
the local population of trail users. These people often meet in groups who will ride or hike and 
then go for a dinner and or drinks. These people are often in need of mechanical service along 
with parts and clothing that is all purchased from local business. 
Environmentally – Although not as apparent as other larger population areas, the chance 
to get more people riding or walking to their destinations nullifies their need to drive. Mr. 
Ferguson knows many people in Kimberley that ride their bikes to and from work every chance 
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they get. He does it himself, and when he does, he sticks to the trails. It is a good way for him to 
finish his work day. 
Socially – the trail networks in Kimberley are an amazing way to find people of similar 
interests. For example, Mr. Ferguson moved here four years ago. Some of his current closest 
friends are people that he met while running or mountain biking or having a diet Pepsi in the 
parking lot after the ride. The sense of community that is shared throughout the trail systems is 
very comfortable and reassuring. Take the Wednesday Night Ride or the Nature Park Society 
walks – people of all abilities and demographics come out for these things. Nobody feels out of 
place. It’s a safe place to come and meet people with which you share some common interests.  
At what level do you believe the trails impact the community through tourism related dollars? 
Hugely. Questions about trails are Tourism Kimberley’s number one inquiry at the 
Visitor’s Centre. Last year Tourism Kimberley had approximately 28,000 people through the 
door. Of this, around 30% have come in specifically to ask about trails. The organization has 
given away more than 10,000 trail maps in the past 18 months. If they look at 8400 trail users 
and then combine the data from Tourism Kimberley’s latest survey that suggested the average 
tourist spends just over $100 per day (meals, shopping, accommodation), this is a total of 
$840,000– a huge amount. And these are just the people they know are using the trails because 
they come into the Visitor’s Centre. As Tourism Kimberley’s trail map and suggested routes are 
also online, Jesse predicts that there is another several thousand people here using the trails. 
What are your thoughts on the current level of trail maintenance occurring in relation to the 
amount of trails used and available? 
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Mr. Ferguson has always thought that the Kimberley Trail Network stays in great shape. 
In the past, Kimberley has had an employee who does trail maintenance and we live in a 
community that is passionate about their trails. And these people don’t hesitate to stop on their 
rides or walks to fix a portion of trail that needs attention. Could it be better – sure! A paid 
employee that does this would ensure that the trails are always in tip top shape. 
What sorts of environmental concerns do you have regarding trail use?  What sorts of 
environmental benefits? 
As mentioned earlier, the increase of trail usage for commuting purposes will decrease 
vehicle traffic and emissions. In Mr. Ferguson’s opinion, years ago the building of trails was a 
concern due to erosion, plant and wildlife displacement, drainage issues, etc. The education 
wasn’t there, but he believes these are things of the past. The education that surrounds the 
building of trails has risen exponentially to the place where trails are now being built with no 
environmental concerns. They are sustainable, they don’t encroach on vulnerable areas, and they 
are built in such ways that erosion and run off isn’t of concern. As recreationalists, we also have 
a huge respect for our trails and the environments they run though. People encourage the 
preservation of forests and trails. They understand the cycle of being responsible trail users.  
Do you believe the trails surrounding Kimberley are fully utilized by the community and at 
what level to they contribute to the health of Kimberley citizens? 
Mr. Ferguson still thinks the trails are underutilized. The community could be much 
better at spreading the word about Kimberley’s wonderful trail network, and introducing young 
kids to the trails. The mental and physical health benefits on the trail networks are limitless. 
Science says that going for a walk is one of the healthiest things a person can do.  
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Source: Ferguson, J. (2014, February). [Personal interview]. 
Friends of Lois Creek, & Kootenay Freewheelers with Nigel Kitto: 
Nigel Kitto is a newly appointed Kimberley City Councilor, the President of the 
Kootenay Freewheelers the local mountain biking club, as well as a very active trail volunteer 
and advocate. When he is not busy doing all of this, he is also a registered nurse with a 
specialization in family health and diabetes in the region. He and his family moved from 
Australia to adopt the healthy active lifestyle that Kimberley has to offer. Nigel, his wife Toni, 
their son Christopher, and their dog Nugget, can often be found enjoying the trail networks 
surrounding the community. Mr. Kitto was approached for his expertise in trail knowledge, 
community health, and his endless wisdom.  
How do you believe the trails contribute to the community economically, socially, and 
environmentally? 
Mr. Kitto believes that by attracting visitors to Kimberley’s trails, this can directly benefit 
the local economy through a multitude of facets. Furthermore, encouraging local residents to 
enjoy the trail network may result in improved physical and mental health, likely resulting in 
decreased use in the health care system because of less chronic disease. The camaraderie of local 
trails is a social benefit and exhibited by the strong volunteer support. The more people 
Kimberley can get onto the trails, the more the community can promote the natural environment 
and the need to try and preserve and protect it – this was very evident by the halting of logging 
plans in Lois Creek recently via pressure from the Friends of Lois Creek. 
At what level do you believe the trails impact the community through tourism related dollars? 
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Mr. Kitto states it is obvious to him that Kimberley’s trails are a significant tourist draw. 
Throughout the summer, Kimberley has had many visitors riding with the bike club specifically 
coming for mountain biking on our trail networks. The rises in events, both community and for 
profit is growing and are well attended. In turn, this is a real opportunity for the tourism market 
in the community. 
What are your thoughts on the current level of trail maintenance occurring in relation to the 
amount of trails used and available? 
In Mr. Kitto’s opinion, the maintenance is barely adequate, but extensive considering 
work is all done by volunteers over a vast network. Mr. Kitto believes that Kimberley needs a 
full-time employee to ensure proper trail surveillance for deteriorating conditions, maintenance 
scheduling and potential upgrades/new trails. The City of Kimberley currently allocates little in 
terms of a budget to the trail networks – he states that this needs to change if Kimberley truly 
values the trail networks as a resource. 
What sorts of environmental concerns do you have regarding trail use?  What sorts of 
environmental benefits? 
Mr. Kitto states that he has very few concerns about non-motorized trail use. It is 
inevitable that any type trail users will eventually cause wear and tear on our trails. Properly 
maintained and redesigned with sustainability in mind it is all manageable. Trail use in the 
watersheds has been a contentious issue, however there is already much unauthorized 
recreational use in these areas, and he believes managed use has the potential to protect this vital 
resource better than the current status. 
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Do you believe the trails surrounding Kimberley are fully utilized by the community and at 
what level to they contribute to the health of Kimberley citizens? 
The trails do get very well used, however Mr. Kitto believes they are still un-crowded. 
Improved signage and promotion is helping increase use, but the community could still promote 
them more. Trails in Kimberley connect our town geographically, their use connects us socially 
and their enjoyment can help connect us to our natural environment. All of this helps create a 
healthy community physically, socially and even spiritually. 
Source: Kitto, N. (2014, February). [Personal interview]. 
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Interview Discussion: 
The findings from this form of primary research in this study have been used and 
interpreted to answer the following research question; what are the impacts of the trail systems 
economically, environmentally, and socially in regards to the community of Kimberley, British 
Columbia? The analyzed research findings from these interviews have provided material used to 
answer the following objective; Identify the level of importance the trail networks hold for the 
community economically, environmentally, and socially.  From the three interviews conducted, 
it was found that interviewees shared similar thoughts and beliefs on what the trail networks in 
Kimberley offer to the community on an economic, environmental and social viewpoint. 
Economic: 
It was stated that the trails offered by Kimberley are considered to be a tourist draw, 
which in turn bring tourist dollars into the economy. Additionally, all three interviewees believe 
that the trails contributed to outside dollars being inserted into the local economy, as well as 
internal spending from residents at restaurants and outdoor related retailers. Based on the 
findings, it could also be argued that the trails are one of the biggest economic factors for the 
community based on the trickle-down effect. With individuals wanting to be fully engaged and 
experience what Kimberley has to offer, they will use the trails and more often than not, stay 
overnight at an accommodation and visit local grocery store and restaurants. In turn, the whole 
community benefits from one particular town amenity, in this case the trail systems. Another 
example of this is the mountain biking culture. This trend is on the rise and with the increased 
amount of bikers and mountain biking related events, visitors are being attracted to Kimberley to 
experience them. More specifically, Mr. Ferguson at Tourism Kimberley also stated that the trail 
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systems are the number one asked question at the visitor center. This is positive and important 
information when examining the largest economic factors to the community.  
Environment: 
 Environmentally, interviewees were under the impression that trails contributed slightly 
in decreasing vehicle traffic for some residents who used trails to commute around town, and 
even to Cranbrook in certain circumstances. There was a consensus on how trails have been 
improving in terms of being re-routed, or even constructed sustainably. Additionally, all 
interviewees believed that up keep and maintenance was adequate currently, but that the 
volunteer system is not looked at as a sustainable system if Kimberley is to continue offering the 
vast amount of trails available. Environmental benefits of the trail systems so close to town are 
that residents and tourists are able to gain a sense of ‘wild’, nature appreciation, and become 
engaged to protect this quiet, peaceful area. Although the trail networks are in such close 
proximity to the town, the sense of solitude is present when experiencing the trails.  
Social: 
Socially, the trails were found to provide residents an avenue to socialize with others 
whom shared similar passions recreationally, the proximity of the networks was looked as a 
crucial asset in attracting new residents to the community. Usage rates on the trails have been 
perceived to be increasing with not only local traffic but as well as tourists.  Lastly, there is a 
belief that the trails provide as an outlet to escape day to day pressures, as well as general mental 
and physical health improvements. With a generally small human population and large network 
of trails, it’s an opportunity to explore the wilderness without running into that many other users. 
This can be seen as another way for individuals to be connected to nature.  
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With these individuals being highly active in the trail community in a positional standpoint, they 
are also all active trail recreational users and well versed on trail usage. By conducting 
interviews with these individuals, it may have caused biased results towards the promotion and 
maintenance of the trail networks in Kimberley. Having said that, each interviewee brought 
several important factors to the surface for a positive and insightful discussion.  
Questionnaire Findings: 
Respondent Profile 
The respondent profile for this study included residents in Kimberley over the age of 19. 
The online questionnaire was used to gather quantitative data. The questionnaire was designed 
on Survey Monkey, an online survey provider. The questionnaire was distributed through online 
mediums such as Facebook, and Twitter, and was only posted by Tourism Kimberley, the 
Kimberley Bakery, and the Daily Bulletin to avoid biased results. Through these groups and 
using their extensive follower databases, the responses were random and un-biased.  The 
questionnaire opened February15
th
, and collected responses until March 15
th
.  A total of 122 
respondents filled out the questionnaire with 72 females, and 50 males.  
 
 
 
 
 
[CATEGORY 
NAME] 
[PERCENTAGE] 
[CATEGORY 
NAME] 
[PERCENTAGE] 
Gender Demographics 
Female
Male
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Out of the 122 respondents, the largest groups of participants were in the age range of 29-38 and  
8% 
32% 
30% 
12% 
15% 
3% 
Age Demographics 
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Figure 1.0 Respondant Location 
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39-48 years old, respectively.   
Respondent representation from the various areas within Kimberley were for the most part 
equally represented other than Townsite (33%) and Marysville (21%) having the highest number 
of respondents. The other category included many residents in the vicinity of the Kimberley 
Alpine Resort. (See Figure 1.0)  
 
83% of respondents noted they participated in at least two or more activities in the trail networks. 
Walking, hiking, trekking and mountain biking were the most common activities. Others that 
were of significance included Nordic skiing, and trail running. (See figure 1.0) It is important to 
note this was a select all that apply formatted question.   
Key Findings: 
From the questionnaire findings, residents in Kimberley believed that the trails are in fact 
an economic contributor for the community (See figure 1.2). Participants believed that the City 
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Figure 1.1 Trail User Demographic 
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of Kimberley should support the trails systems in order to benefit not only the community but as 
well as increase sport related tourism in the area. Additionally, to improve the trail systems 
further in terms of quality including mapping, signage systems, maintenance scheduling, 
infrastructure improvements, and new projects, respondents were in favor of a minimal tax 
increase devoted to trail systems. This of course was very close with respondents voting 51% in 
favour of the tax increase and 49% opposed (See figure 1.3).  
 
From participants tested, 87% believed that the trail systems were an economic contributor for 
the community (see figure 1.1). 
87% 
13% 
Figure 1.2 Economic Contributor 
yes
no
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51% of respondents were in favour of a minimal municipal tax increase in support of the trail 
systems (See figure 1.3) 
 
Respondents viewed erosion, and off-trailing as the most significant environmental impact. 
However, 22% saw no impacts at all.  
51% 49% 
Figure 1.3 Minimal Tax Increase 
yes
no
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The perception of trail maintenance from questionnaire respondents show that maintenance 
levels are ‘good’ the way they are currently (See figure 1.4). 
 
By a large margin, respondents implied they believe they trail networks to be very important in 
comparison to other recreational amenities offered in Kimberley. 
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Questionnaire Discussion: 
Economic: 
The economic impact of the Kimberley trail networks revolved mainly around the 
respondent’s perceptions of the economic contributions associated with trail systems, trail project 
development and maintenance funding, and community amenity usage. When respondents were 
asked whether or not they viewed the networks as an economic contributor, the results were 
lopsided in that 87% of residents viewed them as an economic contributor. Additionally, when 
respondents were asked whether they would be in favour of a minimal municipal tax increase to 
support the trail networks further, 51% of respondents said ‘yes’ and 49% said ‘no’. 
Furthermore, younger respondents between the ages of 19-48 were more in favour of the 
increase with an average of 57% saying yes, than the older respondents between the ages of 49-
78 with an average 48% yes. Younger residents in Kimberley in general were found to be more 
in favour of a minimal tax increase than the older residents tested.  
Looking at community offered recreational amenities and usage rates with others offered 
on a weekly basis, the trail networks saw the highest numbers with 70% of people stating they 
use the trails more than once a week. The next amenity that was used more than once a week was 
the skating rinks at 13%. The curling rink saw 83% of respondents stating they didn’t use the 
facility. When respondents were asked how often they used the trails, 55% of them stated they 
used them at least 1-3 times per week, and 30% stating 4-5 uses per week.  From these results, 
and the sample population tested it is gathered that the trails are one of the most heavily used 
amenities Kimberley has to offer to its residents. When asked perceived overall importance 
related to other amenities offered, 62% of respondents said the trail networks were ‘very 
important’, and 31% said ‘important’.   
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In terms of funding for maintenance and trail project development, respondents were 
asked whether or not they paid trail membership fees with trail organizations. Interestingly, it 
was discovered that 44% of females and 42% of males expressed they did not pay memberships 
to trail organizations. In comparing age demographics and trail organization fees, it was found 
that the demographics with individuals between the ages of 19-28, and 49-58 had the highest 
percentages of not paying any trail related membership fees at 50% and 47% respectively. 
Lastly, in comparing respondent location and paid trail membership fees the Platzl area (60%), 
Chapman Camp (56%), and Townsite (55%) saw the largest percentages of respondents saying 
no to paying any membership fees. 
Environmental: 
In terms of environmental impacts relating to the trail systems surrounding Kimberley, 
respondents were most concerned with erosion related issues, and off-trailing. However, there 
was a large percentage (37%) of respondents that believed there were little environmental 
impacts regarding the trail networks. Respondents rated trail maintenance levels with 65% 
saying they were in ‘good’ condition. With ‘excellent’ being the highest rating, this insinuates 
there is room for improvement. There were many additional comments arguing that maintenance 
should strictly rely on volunteer effort, and others that argued the City of Kimberley should be 
more involved directly.  
Social:  
The trail networks were found to be of high importance to residents in several different 
social aspects. The questionnaire looked primarily at who trail users like to use trails with, and 
what they valued most out of using the amenities located around Kimberley. The findings 
showed that the trails were most impactful to respondents regarding mental and physical health 
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benefits (80% said very important). Pleasure and fun (64% said very important), nature 
appreciation (58% said very important), and experiencing wilderness (49% said very important). 
In terms of whom they used the trails with most, respondents said family first, friends, and lastly 
pets as company. When asked what type of trail, and what they would like to see more of in the 
future, participants stated natural single and double tracked trails were most preferred. 
Looking at respondent location, and trail network area used, there was a direct correlation 
between the two. 97% of individuals who lived in Townsite used the Lois Creek trails. The 
Kimberley Nature Park saw its highest users from Swan Avenue (100%), Blarchmont (94%), and 
the Alpine Crescent area (90%). Additionally, the Bootleg trails area saw its highest number of 
users from Marysville with 62%. It can be concluded that resident location and which trail area 
they use have a direct relationship.  
Recommendations: 
The research that has been conducted has only touched the surface in terms of 
determining the economic, environmental and social impacts of the Kimberley Trail Networks. It 
is recommended that the trail organizations, the City of Kimberley and all other relevant 
stakeholders look at the following: 
 Include the Nordic Club, the Kimberley Nature Park and the City of Kimberley in this 
discussion at a higher capacity. 
 Identify and examine the economic, environmental, and social impact themes separate in 
relation to the trail networks. By breaking down each theme separately, a more in depth 
study can be conducted.  
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 Approach the City of Kimberley with the idea of including trail maintenance, 
development and up-keep in the annual budget. With the minimal tax increase concept as 
part of the conversation.  
 Analyze the City of Kimberley’s recreational amenity budget allocation in terms of usage 
and utilization. 
 Trail organizations continue to develop internal profit generating activities to sustainably 
support themselves, specifically through membership drives. 
 Allocate additional time and resources to further study these topics. 
 Sample a wider range of age demographics to gain further insight on amenity usage. 
Conclusion: 
In conclusion, as stated earlier this research project simply skimmed the surface as to 
answering the research question, What are the impacts of the trail systems economically, 
environmentally, and socially in regards to the community of Kimberley, British Columbia? It is 
clear that from the primary and secondary research conducted economically, trail systems have 
an impact through external and internal contributions to the community. There is a definite belief 
in the community that the trail systems contribute to the local economy through external and 
internal dollars spent, and that residents may be in favour of a minimal municipal tax increase 
that would be directly contributed to the trail systems. Trail organizations can look at 
alternatively improving membership fee programs in an effort to increase funds directed at trail 
related expenses. Lastly, it has been found that in terms of economic benefit and future impact 
from the trail systems, the City of Kimberley and the existing trail organizations should look at 
combining efforts to further pursue a more efficient operating system for the trails.  
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Environmentally, there was less of an impact found in comparison to the other themes 
examined, however, it was noted that the trail systems have been improved greatly in terms of 
preventing water damage, erosion and off trailing. As well, maintenance as a subtopic was 
perceived to be adequate, but that there was a need for an improved system.  
Lastly, looking at the overall social impact of the trails; proximity, the provision of an 
amenity for residents to use to improve mental and physical health, and a great tool to have fun, 
were found to be the largest impacts. Usage rates were incredibly high in comparison to other 
recreational amenities available in Kimberley. To conclude, through the three overarching 
themes, it is safe to say the residents of Kimberley B.C feel as though the trail networks impact 
the community greatly. These trail systems Kimberley has to offer are a huge benefit and 
important recreational amenity available that is utilized by local residents and tourists to recreate 
and enjoy with their friends and family. 
Thank-you Notes: 
 A huge thank you goes out to the following persons for their valued input, time, and 
support throughout the span of this project; Jesse Ferguson, and Tourism Kimberley, Nigel Kitto, 
Chris Ferguson, and Greg McCallum. 
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Appendix 1 
Research Biases and Limitations:  
This research project included the following biases and limitations throughout the span of 
this project: 
 Researcher’s professional relationship with the Kimberley Trails Society, prior and post 
project. 
 Researcher’s involvement with the trail networks, and the community of Kimberley 
(Being an avid trail user). 
 Limited time and resources allocated for the project. 
 Research question was very extensive, and researcher was only able to skim the surface 
on the three subjects relating to the trail networks. 
 Instruments used to collect data included check all that apply answer formats limiting 
concrete data in some cases. 
 Limited data collection methods. 
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Appendix 2 
Literature Review Conceptual Model: 
Note: This model is based on applying the Economics, Environmental, and Social themes to the 
community of Kimberley B.C., and how the trail networks correlate with these themes. 
Kimberley is a B.C. city like so many others, where there is a major change in a driving 
economic contributor. For so many years, mining was the majority industry. Since the closing of 
the Cominco Mine, Kimberley has begun the process of finding its new economic driver. At this 
point in time tourism is on the fore front. One of the biggest recreational amenities the town has 
to offer is its diverse, multi-use trail systems that surround the community. 
This research project aims at adding to existing materials through the following ideas:  
 
Economics 
• To what capacity do the trails effect the local economy.  
• How do the trails impact tourism for the economy. 
• Are the Kimberley trails a large economic amenity for the city. 
Environmental 
• What environmental impacts do the trail systems have on areas in which 
they're located. 
• Are there any other environmental implications, e.g such as logging plots 
within the trail netowrks.  
Social 
• How do the trails effect the health of the community. 
• What are the reasons people use trails, how often are the trails used, and 
who are people using the trails with. 
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Appendix 3 
Qualitative Research Questions: 
1. How do you believe the trails contribute to the community economically, socially, and 
environmentally? 
2. At what level do you believe the trails impact the community through tourism related 
dollars? 
3. What are your thoughts on the current level of trail maintenance occurring in relation to 
the amount of trails used and available? 
4. What sorts of environmental concerns do you have regarding trail use?  What sorts of 
environmental benefits? 
5. Do you believe the trails surrounding Kimberley are fully utilized by the community and 
at what level to they contribute to the health of Kimberley citizens? 
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Appendix 4 
Interview Session Letter of Information: 
You are invited to participate in a study that explores how the Kimberley trail networks 
effect the community economically, environmentally, and socially. This research will be 
completed by Mitchell Tom, an undergraduate student at the College of the Rockies. This 
research project will be conducted as part of the completion of a directed study. 
Interviewees have been selected based on their involvement with the trails and the 
community in some capacity. Participants will be interviewed between January 1, 2015 and 
February 1, 2015. The interview sessions will take approximately 30 minutes in length. The 
interview will be audio recorded and then later transcribed. If any participant wishes, he/she will 
be given a copy of the recording, a transcript, or both. 
Participants have the right to withdraw from the study at any time during the interview, or 
may refuse to answer any of the questions asked. Participants will also have the right to 
withdraw any, or all, data collected at any point up until May 2015, when the study will be 
presented and publicised. The names of all participants will be disclosed at the time of 
presentation and publication. The audio recordings will be kept on a flash drive stored in a secure 
location and will be erased in 1 year.  
The results from this study will be included in a research paper, and will also be 
presented at a scholarly conference. All participants have the right to a copy of the report 
produced. 
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Appendix 5 
Letter of Consent: 
Participant’s name: ___________________________________ 
 
I have read and fully understand the letter of information, and I understand the nature of 
the research. The researcher has answered any questions I have about the research to my 
satisfaction. I understand I will be interview for approximately 30 minutes, and that the interview 
will be audio recorded. I understand my name will be disclosed at the conclusion of this research 
study. 
I am participating in this study voluntarily, and I am aware that I have the right to opt out 
of this study at any point. I am aware that I can refuse to answer any questions. I understand that, 
if I wish to have my data removed after the interview has been completed, I can contact the 
researcher and my data will be excluded from the study. 
I am aware there are two copies of this consent letter, one for me to sign and return to the 
researcher, and one to for me to keep for my own records. 
I freely and willingly volunteer to be interviewed for this study. 
Participant’s signature: ___________________________________ 
Researcher’s signature: ___________________________________ 
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Appendix 6 
Quantitative Research Questions: 
Economic, Environmental, and Social Aspects, and the Kimberley Trail Networks Questionnaire 
 
Date: _____________ Location of Survey: ______________ Survey Number: ____ 
 
Permission Statement: 
 
Hello. My Name is Mitchell Tom.  I am a Bachelor of Business Administration student at College of the 
Rockies.  I am conducting a survey for my final capstone research project regarding Kimberley trails and 
their impact on the community. This survey will take less than ten minutes to complete. All participants in 
this study will be completely anonymous, and the results of each survey are kept confidential. Information 
collected will only be used for completion of the project. Please answer all questions to the best of your 
abilities and upon completion return to the interviewer. You can opt out of the survey at any time. 
 
If you have any questions about the legitimacy of this survey you can contact my research supervisor: 
 
Greg McCallum, Instructor 
College of the Rockies 
(250) 489-2751 ex 3623 
gmccallum@cotr.bc.ca 
 
Thank you 
 
**Please refer to the Kimberley trail networks when answering the following questions.  
 
1) What is your gender?        ☐ Male   ☐ Female 
 
2) What age is your age? 
 
☐ 19 to 25 
☐ 26 to 30 
☐ 31 to 40 
☐ 41 to 50 
☐51+  
 
3) How long have you lived in Kimberley?  
 
☐ 1-3 years 
☐ 4-5 years 
☐ 6+ years 
 
4) Which area in town do you live in?  
 
☐ Blarchmont 
☐ Townsite 
☐ Swan/ Levirs Area 
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☐ Chapman Camp 
☐ Downtown/Platzl Area 
☐ Alpine Crescent Area 
☐ Marysville 
☐ Other (please specify) ___________________________________ 
 
5) What community amenities do you use, and how often? (Please check the boxes below to the 
best of your knowledge) 
Amenity: Yes/no Less than 
once/ month 
Once/ month Once/week Greater 
than 
once/week 
Swimming Pool      
Curling Rink      
Conference 
Center 
     
City Parks      
Playgrounds      
Trails      
Skating Rinks      
 
 
6) Do you agree the City should provide resources to support trails? 
 
☐ Yes ☐ No 
 
7) Would you be in favor of a minimal tax increase in support of trails? 
 
☐ Yes ☐ No 
 
8) Do you perceive the trails as an economic contributor to the community? If no, please skip to the next 
question. 
 
☐ Yes ☐ No 
 
Please explain your answer:_________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
9) Do you use any of the trail networks surrounding Kimberley? Please check the following. If no please 
skip to question 19. 
 
☐ Yes ☐ No 
 
☐ Rails to Trails 
☐ Lois Creek Trails 
☐ Bootleg Trails 
☐ Nordic Trails 
☐ Kimberley Nature Park 
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☐ Other (please specify) 
 __________________________________________________________ 
 
10) Which type of trail user are you?  
☐ Mountain biker 
☐ Hiking/trekking 
☐ Walker 
☐ Trail runner 
☐ Equestrian  
☐ Other (please specify) ___________________________________ 
 
11) How often do you use the trail networks per week?  
 
☐ Never 
☐1-3 times 
☐ 4-5 times  
☐ 6+ 
 
12) Who do you prefer to use the trails with?  
 
☐ Family 
☐Friends 
☐ Pets 
☐ Other (please specify) ___________________________________ 
 
13) What kind of experience are you seeking by using the trail systems? (Please rate each activity). 
 
  Not Important Neutral Important 
Mental/physical 
health benefits 
1 2 3 
Family outing 1 2 3 
Being with friends 
and family 
1 2 3 
Pleasure and fun 1 2 3 
Experience 
wilderness 
1 2 3 
Solitude 1 2 3 
Nature appreciation 1 2 3 
Other: Please 
specify 
________________
________________ 
1 2 3 
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14) What type of trail do you prefer to use or would like to see more of in Kimberley? 
 
☐ Paved Surface trails 
☐ Wood-chipped trails 
☐ Unpaved natural surface double tracked trails 
☐ Unpaved natural surface single tracked trails 
 
15) Which of the existing trail related organizations are you aware of. (Please check all that apply) 
 
☐ Kimberley Nordic Club 
☐ Friends of Lois Creek 
☐ Kimberley Trails Society 
☐ Kimberley Nature Park Society 
☐ Other (please specify)  
__________________________________________________________ 
 
16) Do you pay a membership fee to a trail organization? If yes, check the boxes that apply. If no, please 
skip to the next question 
 
☐ Yes ☐ No 
 
☐ Kimberley Nature Park Society 
☐ Kimberley Trails Society 
☐ Friends of Lois Creek 
☐ Kimberley Nordic Center 
☐ NorthStar Rails to Trails 
☐ Other (please specify) _____________________________ 
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17) How well would you rate the current maintenance of the trails?  
 
  Below Adequate Neutral  Adequate 
Rate the current 
maintenance of the trails 
1 2 3 
 
Please explain perceptions if possible: 
 __________________________________________________________ 
 
18) Do you see any environmental concerns regarding the trail networks? If yes, please check all that 
apply. If no, please skip to the next question. 
 
☐ Yes ☐ No 
 
☐ Erosion                          
☐ Water issues 
☐ Off-trailing   
☐ Wildlife ecosystems 
☐ Other (please specify) ____________________________ 
 
19) How would you rate the trails importance to the community in relation to other recreational facilities 
offered in Kimberley? 
 
  Not Important Neutral Very 
Important 
Perceptions of trail 
importance 
1 2 3 
 
Please explain perceptions if possible: 
 __________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Thank you for completing the Economic, Social, and Environmental Aspects, and the Kimberley Trail Networks 
Questionnaire! We appreciate your time and answers! 
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Appendix 7 
Questionnaire Additional Comments: 
Question #4: In Which Area Do You Live? Morrison Subdivision area, Rotary Drive, Lower 
Rotary/Skate-park area, Kimbrook, and Trickle Ridge  
Question #6: Should the City of Kimberley provide resources to support the trails?  
 Volunteers do a great job, but some additional assistance would be helpful 
 The trail system contributes to recreation and transportation for many residents 
 To maintain good security on the trails 
 The trail networks contribute to making a healthy, happy community 
 Support for a paid trail crew 
 So many people use the trails, from hikers, walker, runners, bikers, bird watchers etc. 
Let’s support and promote healthy living in Kimberley 
 In-kind time & resources to support trail-related efforts in relation to economic 
development, tourism/promotion, community health and wellness 
 They are a community amenity that deserves attention 
 Reallocation of funding to support most used amenities 
 They should put money into it so a greater number of people can use the trails, making it 
more accessible, putting in garbage cans and poop bags for dogs, signage, maintenance, 
and making more trails/projects 
 Very valuable asset 
 With the understanding it comes with need for more promotion and use of the trails for 
events 
 Trails are very important but we are paying the highest taxes in the east Kootenay’s now, 
I would not support an increase for the trails 
 The city already supports the trails, should not increase the support 
Question # 7: Should the City of Kimberley implement a minimal tax increase in support of the 
trails? 
 We are taxed enough 
 I'd happily pay a few bucks a year to see the trails maintained-much like we already 
contribute to the pool etc 
 A lot of new comers to town do so for the lifestyle quality and recreation opportunities 
 A small tax increase to support this has my support, money needs to come from 
somewhere, we all use them 
 Not without very clear and specific agreements on what the funds will be used for and 
confirming community support via referendum 
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 They need to be funded as part of the municipal budget, not a stand-alone tax 
 It should allocate a larger percentage from existing tax base 
 Not sure if this is necessary? 
 They should spend less on the pool, hockey rink and curling rink 
 Very minimal. better trails do not matter if basic needs like roads and sewer need repair 
 Property taxes are high enough 
 Our outdoor recreation is what keeps the tourism coming to Kimberley 
 Volunteers and grant money should be enough to cover cost of trails 
Question #8: Do you perceive the trails as an economic contributor to the community: 
 Particularly the rails to trails system and increased awareness and use by out of towners 
 Yes I have met many out of town people in Nature Park, let's keep the people coming 
here 
 It makes Kimberley a more attractive destination for tourists and a more attractive place 
to live for amenity migrants 
 They contribute to the richness and opportunities in our community 
 The town runs on tourism, the better the trails more people will come to visit and stay 
longer 
 Tourists come here to ride and hike 
 If people came from out of town to use our trails this would put money into our economy, 
if this was a mountain bike destination for example, like we are a golf destination 
 We wouldn't have a number of the events we have without the trails 
 More and more people travel here to use our trails 
 People move to locations with great trails and others travel to areas with great trails 
 We get so many visitors throughout the year who come to use our trails for recreation 
year round 
 I've heard many tourists exclaim the amazing trail systems here. also many current 
residents who were convinced to move here because of the nature park extensive trail 
systems, Nordic trails, Lois creek and Rails to Trails 
 Potentially yes, but as above, user group focus is too limited to encourage serious 
economic returns 
Question #14: What type of trail do you prefer to use or would like to see more of in Kimberley? 
 It varies depending on the day's focus. Kids are starting to ride single-track etc. 
 I'd like to burn the wood chipped trails 
 Downhill single track flow 
 Mountain bike specific trail 
 $ toward the maintenance and integrity of current trails 
 Hand built not machine built and NO more trails in the Nature Park 
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 Sustainably built motorized network 
 Two completely separate questions 
 There are lots of single track trails, I like walking side by side when I go out with 
someone else 
 I would be happy with any trail system in Kimberley 
 Not fussy 
Question #15: Which of the existing trail related organizations are you aware of? 
 Kootenay Freewheelers Bicycle Club 
 Bootleg Downhill Development Club 
 Kootenay Dirt Riders 
 Recreation Sites & Trails BC 
Question #18: Do you see any environmental concerns regarding the trail networks? 
 Logging is ruining the trails. No need to log so close to our trails 
 Environmental concerns are generally minimal; off leash dogs and piles of dog shit can 
definitely create environmental concerns - especially the ones that chase wildlife; there is 
also some off trailing that happens during the muddy season to get around wet spots but it 
is generally fairly limited 
 Invasive plant establishment and spread 
 Weeds 
 Last section of Magic line is a joke, the guy who built it should not be paid to build more 
trails. Flowy and beautiful, but the drainage is terrible and that trail will either need a full 
rebuild or it will get shut down. Big waste of money 
 Trails are evolving parts of the forest I think people get over concerned with change, but 
is that a bad thing or just different? 
 Competitive racing should not be held in the Nature Park, notice how it is not a 
Recreation Park 
 Not logging. Leaving the forests thick and unhealthy. A risk of fire. 
 Dog poop - the problem is dog owners 
Question #19: How would you rate the trails importance to the community in relation to other 
recreational facilities offered in Kimberley? 
 I would say that we live in a very special situation. We benefit from the natural 
environment using the various trail systems which bridges us to true backcountry access. 
We also benefit from community structural facilities like community parks and 
playgrounds as well as swimming pool, ice arena and conference centre. We benefit the 
best of both worlds. Both worlds are important and help us to connect in different ways 
 Allow to practice a lot of outdoor activities in Kimberley 
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 Kimberley has so many residents that moved to town for the outdoor recreation 
opportunities, they are really part of the town's identity 
 Mountain bike tourism made Fernie a 4 season town 
 There is a strong trail-oriented sub-community within Kimberley - but it is unclear how 
extensive trail user-ship is within the greater community. it would be valuable to find out 
more about that. 
 Trails is one of the few public (free) amenities that tourists specifically come to 
Kimberley to do...i.e. they don't come to use the pool 
 Trails are free and used all year round. What other rec opportunity is like that? 
 Sometimes the trails are forgotten as a recreational resource 
 The trails are quintessential to the community, as they bring the community together and 
offer the outdoor lifestyle that people in this community love and enjoy. That life style is 
what keeps us healthy mentally and physically. It also has potential to help our 
community grow and expand. 
 The trail networks are one of the reasons I moved here or Cranbrook 
 I've been mountain biking in Kimberley for around 13 years. I've seen so many good 
trails torn down and destroyed. The city now realizes they can make money from tourists 
with MTB. This is great but trails need to be built properly (DRAINAGE) and 
maintained as well. I would pay money to support a maintenance crew. 
 Having the nature park trail right in town for mountain biking and dog walks played a 
large part in my falling in love with this town 
 The ski hill and nordic centre and the trails are the most important part of our town 
 I have the choice to get anywhere in the community via the trail systems ... and am very 
appreciative 
 People share many experiences, talk about bears or wildlife they saw, get together for 
bike rides, it builds a strong community to have the trails. 
 As mentioned above, very limited user group focus. I enjoy using the trails often, but it 
can get quite desolate. Check out the multi user group networks of Cumberland and 
Squamish as examples of reaching out to a broad user group. 
 They receive funding from the city, CBT, and RDEK. Don’t know how much compared 
to other facilities. 
 Some recreational facilities in Kimberley gain more support than others. The trails should 
have more support from the City. 
